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of rights and the removal of privileges. Our com-
mercial legislation has decreed that no one industry
shall be favoured at the expense of another, that
the interest of the consumer shall not be sacrificed
to the interest of the producer. Our criminal law
has been reformed in the sense of proportioning
punishment to crime. Our Factory Acts and
Education Acts have given the children of the poor
a position more like the position enjoyed by the
children of the rich. Our social legislation tends
towards giving the working classes the same
immunity from disease and danger that is enjoyed
by the middle and upper classes, or at any rate a
money compensation for its loss. Sir William
Harcourt's great Budget of 1894, by its identifica-
tion of the succession duty on real and personal
estate, marks a step in the same direction. It may
be objected that, by progressively increasing the
duty on large estates, Harcourt rather differen-
tiated than assimilated the burden of taxation.
But in reality this arrangement amounts to a more
subtle kind of assimilation. For it proportions the
tax, not to what has been inherited, but to what
can be spared. And the same rule holds in
reference to the system of exemptions and deductions
observed in assessing small incomes for taxation.

Assimilation seems also to be the law of progres-
sive religious thought in England. Evangelical
pietism aimed at extending the field of religious
obligation over the whole of life. Tractarianism
tried to do the same thing more thoroughly by pro-
viding a more effective machinery for the purpose ;
by assimilating the Church of England, first to
the primitive, and then to the mediaeval, Church.